
CLE?VN COPY 
CLAIMS AMD SPEClFICjVTION 



ARTICT,E ASSEMBTLY 

Tliis application is a continuation of U.S. Utility 
Application 08/777,032, filled on 12/30/96. Tbe earlier 

filing date of tlnis application is hereby claimed under 35 U.S.C 120. 
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 



FT ELD OF THE INVENTION 



Tbe instant invenTtion relates generally to holders which 
receive an article ^rid more specifically it relates to an 
article assembly \/hich may contain a combination of appealing 
qualities to a jzThild. 



DESCPIPTIOW OF THE PRIOR A.RT 




There are various advantages in storing an article 
in an upright position, ar/d numerous patents "have disclosed 
holders or stands for restraining an article in a vertical 
position when placed op. a horizontal surface. For instance, 
U.S. Pat. 5,444,889 f/Barre) discloses a toothhrush assembly 
"y including a toothbri/sh and a stand for holding the brush. 
The stand includes/a cup portion having a cavity within, 
wherein the brush/handle can be inserted. A pair of legs 
separate and una/ttached to one another support and are connected 
to the cup port/ion. Further included is a foot for each leg, 
each foot beiiVg connected to the lower end of the leg opposite 
the cup portyon. The feet are also separate and unattached 
from one anq^ther. U.S. Pat. Des. 369,932 and U.S. Pat. Des. 
370,147 (Pe/tronio) discloses a toothbrush holder in the shape 
of a torso/ having a front and rear portion. The front portion 
includes ^ recess extending therethrough, wherein a brush 
handle csin be inserted- Further included, extending from the 
front pdrtion, is a pair of feet which are separate and 
unattacfhed from one another. A tail section extends from the 
rear p/ortion. Whiles these units may be suitable for the 
parti/cular purpose to which they address, they would not be 

uit^ble for the purposes of the present invention as heretofore 
desjtr ibed . 
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SUMMAT?Y OF THE IMV^MTION 



A first ob/ect of the present invention is to provide 
an article assernbly that will overcome the shortcomings of 
the prior art/devices. 



t7' 



A second object is to prorvide an article assembly, 
comprising an article having a/ receivable end, and. a stand 
for retaining the article whe/i the stand is placed on a 
horizontal surface. 



A third object is to provide an article assembly, 
in which the stand is reyeasably connected to the articles 
receiving end. 



A forth object/is to provide an article assembly, 
in which the stand is a pair of feet which are positioned 
together to form a /continuous bottom supporting surface and 
a single heel portion, wherein the single heel portion includes 
a recess for selectively receiving the receivable end of the 
article therein. 
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A fifth object is to provi,de a*n article assembly, 
in whicl-i a base is connected to/the bottom side of the foot 
stand for providing add i t i ona 1 / s t abi 1 i ty to the foot stand. 



A sixth object is to provide an article assembly, 
in which the base includes/ a recess extending therethrough 
and in alignment with the/recess in the foot stand for 
additionally receiving tne receivable end of the article 
therein, for providing Additional stability to the foot 
stand and article. 



A seventh objefct is to provide an article assembly, 
that is simple and /easy to use. 



An eight obSject is to provide an article assembly, 
that is economic^l in cost to manufacture. 



Further objects of tbe invention will appear as tlie 
description proceeds. 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTIOM OF TH 



DRAWING FIGURES 




Various other objects, features and attendant 
advantages of the present in)^^ention will become more fully 
appreciated as the same becafmes better understood when 
considered in conjunction with the accompanying drawings. 



FIGURE 1 is a f rontyf exploded perspective view of the 
article assembly accordyryg to the present invention. 



iH^^^ FIGURE 2 is a fi'^ont exploded perspective view of the 

article assembly ac/6ording to the present invention showing 
a base for the stamd . 
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Witli regard to FIoURES 1 and 2/ ttie embodiment of tlie 
invention drawn shows sJn article 1 having a receivable end 2. 
A stand 5 is in the sh/ape of first and second feet 6a and 6t> . 
Each first and second/ feet 6a and 6t> , are elongated to define 
a toe end and together a common heel end. First and second 
feet 6a and 6l> are /joined together and positioned together 
to form a continuous bottom supporting surface. The heel end 
of each first ana second feet 6a and 6t>, is positioned together 
to form a singled heel portion 7. Single heel portion 7 includes 
a recess 8 extending through a top side thereof and towards a 
sole thereof fybr selectively receiving receivable end 2 of 
article 1 theytein, thereby retaining article 1 when stand 
5 is placed on a horizontal surface. First and second feet 6a 
and 6l> each/include a side surface, the side surfaces intersect 
one another in a common plane. The toe end of first and second 
feet 6a and 6l> are at an acute angle to one another. 
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